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The Blessed Virgin Mary is known to Catholics as the Mother
of our Church and has been celebrated as the Mother of God
since the beginning of the Church. Writings in the Bible, as
well as those by various church fathers have provided a solid
foundation for those beliefs and enable us to fully understand
her role in salvation history. In fact, her influence has been
felt throughout mankind and these past two thousand years,
bringing those of other Christian and non-Christian faiths to
also believe in her.

The cover feature of the December 2015 issue of National
Geographic Magazine is “Mary, the World’s Most Powerful
Woman,” and in the article, the author spends a great
amount of writing on her life, giving of her life to God to bear
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and always being with him
throughout his time on earth. Written by Maureen Orth, the
cover story emphasizes Mary’s universal appeal throughout
the world. Orth traveled to several countries, speaking with
scholarly experts while also reading the writings of mystics
who had previously written about the life of Mary. She writes
of the many visions of Mary appearing to others on this
earth, and her effect on their health and faith.
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Celebrating the Blessed Virgin Mary in the Month of May

For us as Catholics, we have the basis for our understanding of Mary in the doctrines that
have been approved by the church. The church has been meticulous in its’ work with
developing the doctrines, noting the Biblical passages and references, as well as the writings of
the early church fathers and others. Currently, we there are four Marian doctrines, and an
effort is underway to possibly declare a fifth doctrine.

Mary as the Mother of God – this doctrine was approved by Pope Celestine I at the Council
of Ephesus in 431, confirming that She is the true Mother of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. A story that has been passed down and is thought to have come out of the council
decision is the belief that heretics at the time were insisting that Mary was the Mother of
Jesus Christ, but not the Mother of God. The citizens of Ephesus, where early scholars
think that Mary lived out her earthly days, disagreed and would allegedly riot whenever
anyone denied the title of “Mother of  God.” Their reasoning was that if Jesus is true man
and true God, then Mary was the Mother of  God. When the council of Ephesus determined
that Mary was truly the mother of God, the  citizens reportedly celebrated, and shouted
“Holy Mary, Mother of God,” giving us the first line  of the second part of the Hail Mary
prayer. This story is not part of the doctrinal writings but is a  cute tale.
Mary as a Perpetual Virgin – this was a belief that Mary remained a perpetual virgin
before,  during, and after giving birth. Pope St. Martin I proclaimed as much at the council
of Letran in  649. The reasoning held that Her Son was conceived without human seed and
was born without  corrupting her virginity. Mary remained complete after His birth, which
fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecy that “…here is that the virgin will conceive and give birth to a
boy (Is 7, 14). This prophecy was pronounced seven centuries before the actual event. 
Mary as the Immaculate Conception – always having been a belief of the early church
through the ages, Pope Pius IX wrote the papal bull Ineffabilis Deus, in 1854, to affirm the
belief that the  Blessed Virgin Mary was preserved and without any stain of original sin
from the very instant of her conception. This state was by the grace and blessings of our
Almighty God, making her worthy of the merits of bringing Our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ, into this world. 
Mary’s Assumption into Heaven – this doctrine was approved by Pope Pius XII in 1950,
which holds that, following her death, “Mary, the Immaculate Mother of God, and
perpetual Virgin,” was taken body and soul into heaven, and her body did not know
corruption.

1.

2.
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(continued)
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Recently there has been a movement to encourage the Vatican to proclaim a fifth doctrine,
“The Spiritual Mother of Mankind.” Supporters of this effort relate that the first four
doctrines are related to Mary as a person, bringing our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ into this
world, and dedicating her life to his mission. The fifth doctrine emphasizes her relationship
with us as our “Spiritual Mother,” citing the many apparitions and requests she has made of
those to whom she has appeared (Fatima, Lourdes, Guadalupe, and others). The most recent
vision(s) are those of Ida Peerdeman, a young lady who was orphaned at 16 years of age, and
who accepted the responsibility of raising her 3 sisters and 1 brother. She is reported to have
received 56 messages from Our Lady, in a 15-year period spanning from March 25, 1945 to
May 31st, 1959. During these apparitions, Mary is said to have repeatedly referred to herself
as Co-redemptrix, Mediatrix, and Advocate, imploring that the church accepts this new
teaching, and to refer to Her as “The Lady of All Nations.” Once this final doctrine has been
approved, She will “…bring peace, true peace to this world.” The church continues to
investigate the claims and apparitions, as it has done in previous instances.

For us, we take comfort in knowing that Our Lady, the Virgin Mary, is always there for us,
willing to 
intercede on our behalf. Let us take time this month to pray to our Mother, for our needs, the
needs of our family, the needs of others in this world, and for our parish to continue to be a
welcoming refuge to those seeking her intervention.

References: Catholic.net; Catholic.com; National Geographic Magazine; Why Do Catholics Do
That? (Orlin Johnson, PHD, 1994); New Advent.com 

Celebrating the Blessed Virgin Mary in the Month of May
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Celebrating Our Blessed Mother Mary; 
Celebrating our Earthly Mother 

 
 

Celebrating Mother’s Day in the Marian month of May allows us to pause and reflect on how important
our mothers’ commitment to us parallels Mary’s commitment to her son, our Lord and Savior Jesus

Christ. From the first greeting of the archangel to Mary, “Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with thee,” Mary
willed herself to God and her motherhood, an experience that would take up the rest of her life. From

the moment of conception and that first “kick” in the womb, our own earthly mothers devoted
themselves to our care and well-being, always being there for us throughout their lives.

Surrendering herself to God and her Son, Mary lived a life that would be filled with joy, anxiety, calm
direction, and ultimate sorrow, with the understanding that God’s plan called for his sacrifice for all of
mankind. Yet she was filled with the full power of the Holy Spirit to guide her in her life’s journey and

remained close to her Son as he went about his ministry. Mary would be at his side in the temple, at
Cana, and at the foot of the cross, showing the love of the world’s greatest mother to all who would

come to know her.
In much the same way, our mothers follow(ed) the same path, always being there for us as we grew into

young adults, guiding us to become the best version of ourselves. From the first diaper change to our
bumps and bruises, school, first “crushes” and heartbreaks, our journeys to college and into the adult
world, our mothers were always there, and showing us how God’s love for us was manifested through

the love of our mothers.
In this month of May, let us take time to reflect upon the importance of Mary and her surrender to

God’s will and plan for salvation, as well as the beauty of a mother’s heart and love for her child. In the
same way, take time to reflect and pray to our Mother for her love, as well as pray for our mothers, and

the love they have selflessly given to us throughout our lives.
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 Mother's Day Prayer- 
For Mothers Living or Deceased

 
I said a Mother's Day prayer for you

 to thank the Lord above
 for blessing me with a lifetime

 of your tenderhearted love.
 I thanked God for the 

caring you've shown me 
through the years,

 for the closeness we've enjoyed
 in time of laughter 

and of tears.
And so, I thank you 

from the heart
 for all you've done for me

 and I bless the Lord 
for giving me

 the best mother there could be!
 

- Author Unknown   
Xavier home/Jesuitresource.org

Please Pray for Our Mothers/Grandmothers and
Mother figures both Living and deceased:

 

Michelle Hill:
Janice Hill
Jacqueline Campbell
Clausell Hill 
Francis Campbell
Emma Williams
Lois Grant
Mary Hardy
Bobbie Jefferies
Tawnya Reed Campbell

Kevin & Adrianne O’Hagan:
Lillian O'Hagan 
Anne Fay

Maria Lyter-Degnan:
Rose Trapani Lyter

Roxana C. Weber:
Mrs. Mary Hall

Myrtle Fontenette:
Anna L. Davis
Dorothy Vallot
Ophelia Smith
Grace Wright
Fabienne Fontenette

Marcia and Tom Fugate:
Mercedes E. Guess 
 Ruth Skelton

Joanie Fraver:
Rita Stadler 
Helen Klinke
Martha Fraver-Blum

Makeeda Tatum:
Florance Mendoza
Janice Tatum 
Tilda Booker
Mattie Shaw
Rose Fleary
Christine Willis

Victoria and Douglas Parker:
Josephine Chase
Kathleen Parker

Carol Wynne:
Theresa Strauss
Shirl Mintz
Patti Stetson
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You formed my inmost being; 
you knit me in my 

mother's womb.
I praise you, so wonderfully you

made me;
wonderful are your works!

My very self you knew;
my bones were not 
hidden from you,

When I was being made
 in secret, 

fashion as in the depths 
of the heart.

Your eyes for saw my actions;
in your book all are 

written down
my days were shaped, before one

came to be.
Psalm 139: 13-16

Please Pray for Our Mothers/Grandmothers and
Mother figures both Living and deceased:

Bill and Musette Castle:
Marie Jordan
Margaret Edmond
Annie Moore                        
Minerva Marshall
Rachel Fondsville                
Susie Williams                      
Winnie Hawkins                 
Doris Williams                      
Riffy Miller                        
Willa Marie Stinson               
Carolyn Carter                     
Riffie Castle                             
Paulette Lay                       
Jane Davis                               
Rosalyn Nixon                    
 Clara Castle                             
Clara Barabin                    
Beatrice Theriot                      
Willie Mae Castle               
Eva Lyons                                 
Cynthia Castle                    
Mary Williams                        
Donna Salah Sudan            
Loretta C. Johnson                
Gaynell Castle

Ruth Miller:
Juanita Sandifer
Oliver Jones

Kathryn Castle:
Musette Castle
Marie Jordan
Carole Castle

The Pierre-Philippe's:
Lina Martin
Lynn Lewis
Nadėle Pierre-Philippe
Mona Martin
Lucie Emmanuel
Colette King
Saphira Martin
Vony Lewis
Adriana François
Antoinette Martin
Tania Samedy
Kendra Drake

Rita Wheeler:
Patricia Wheeler
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Don't worry about anything; instead,
pray about everything; tell God your
needs and don't forget to thank him
for his answers.  If you do this you

will experience God's peace, which is
far more wonderful than the human
mind can understand.  His  peace
will keep your thoughts and your

hearts quiet and at rest as you trust
in Christ Jesus.

Philippians 4:6-7

Please Pray for Our Mothers/Grandmothers and Mother
figures both Living and deceased:

Chib & Gabby Onwunaka:
Priscilla Pringle
Stella Onwunaka
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Ramona Moore:

Rosa Cooper     
Linola Moore    
Mary Wingo               
Peggy Fox        
Ada Herring

Nellie Bostic 
Ruth Miller
Mary Jackson 

Myrtle Fontenette 
Julia Johnson 
Isabella Walters
Alyssa Singer 
Patricia Nguti

Gail Whitecraft
Elise Clinkesdale
Evelyn Powe
Tracy Jordan

Joanne Lessley 
Alice Walters
Ashley Guin 
Rose Stokes  

Dorothy Dobson 
Clara Bray 
Gloria Wright
Raina Bouphavong

Louise Miles 
Roxana Weber
Paula Farier 
Harry Pierre-Philippe
Diane Dinkins-Lourette 

Vimla Evans 
Marcia Fugate
Joanne Gordon 
Adrianne O’Hagan

Tracy Jordan:
Montine Jordan 
Donna Smith
Charlette Fouch

Candice Lucas:
Joycelyn Bucchan
Thelma Uter
Norma Thom
Dr. Kathy Castle
Dr. Candice Lucas

Gail Whitcraft:
Wilelmina Harper
Ruth Bennett
Ella Harper
Victoria Quamina



 
Prayer enlarges the heart until it

is capable of containing God's 
gift to himself. 

Ask and seek, and your heart will
grow big enough to receive him and to
keep him as your own. Wherever God
has put you, that is your vocation. it
is not what we do but how much love

we put into it.
 

-Mother Teresa

Please Pray for Our Mothers/Grandmothers and
Mother figures both Living and deceased:
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Joanne Gordon

Sarah Gordon
Daisy Holcomb
Isabelle Gordon
Ruthie McGhee
Ola Bell

Natalie Rogers-Cropper
Rhonda Austin
Heather Austin
Hannah Ahmed

Lillian Lewis
Edna Bell
Carrie Ann Holcomb 
Michelle Lewis
Jennifer Betts

Theresa Holcomb
Roxie Ann Gordon
Kennetha Scott
Geri Knight
Louise McKinney

Rosina Walker
Amelia Porter
Rubie Times
Rosina Bolden
Latonya Redd

Amelia Porter
Clara Turner
Sylvia Upson
Mary Grace Gill
Telesta Rice

Kathy Wheeler
Yvette Reaves
Denise McGowan
Ilona White
Gloria Matos

Carmen Torres
Elizabeth Scott
Shelley Figueroa
Sandra Flowers

Julian & Alana Bell:
Nonna Rosa Costanza

Nonna Yolonda Capogreco
Ramona Moore

Carmelina Capogrego
Alana Bell

For all Mothers/Grandmothers/Stepmothers and Like
Mothers of the Immaculate Conception/St. Bridget’s Church!

Bernadette Rall
Carolyn Walker
Fiona Willis
Kimberly McKinney



 

Mary said, "I am
the handmaid of

the Lord, May it be
done according to
your word."  then

the angel departed
from her.

Luke 1;38

Papal Prayer Intention
for the Month of May 

Believing that a major spiritual effort can help hasten
the end of the COVID-19 pandemic, our Holy Father,

Pope Francis, is asking all Catholics, especially at Marian
shrines, to pray for an end to the pandemic during the
month of May. Globally, during this pandemic, COVID-

19 has killed more than three million people and
sickened over 150 million. 

 
As the rollout of vaccines increases, and safety measures
continued to be enforced, the Holy Father feels that the

combination of medical efforts and holy prayer will
hasten an end to this pandemic. A cure is to return to
God, in prayer and repentance, knowing that he will

listen to our voices and requests for help. 
 

Let us take some time this month to put time aside to
pray, asking Our Lady to come to our aid.  
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Julian Barthelemy 5/19
Maria Degnan 5/10

Anthony DeRouen 5/24
Carrie Fontenette 5/20

Joanie Fraver 5/19
Franc Kisenyi 5/25

Sosthenes Pierre-Philippe 5/20
Coralie Seide 5/4

Isabella Walters 5/9

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO ALL
MAY BABIES
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Meditation is a lofty word, but practicing it
is so simple. 

There's nowhere to go and nothing to do but
sit, relax and listen in silence as the cloak

of stillness and peace falls around you.
Susan Taylor

 
______________


