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As it gets hotter and hotter, ,we may get
more easily annoyed. In these times, it
is imperative to keep a cool head. That
is why the challenge for this issue is to
show grace. Show grace in times where
it is easy and difficult. Show grace in
times of frustration. Show grace to your
friends, family, and enemies. Show
grace as God continues to show us
grace.

As you take on this challenge, talk with
one another about how the challenge
may have been difficult, how you may
have grown, and what you have learned
about yourself, others, life, and God.
May God bless you all on your journey
and in anything that you lack, let His
endless well replenish you.

It is in Ephesians 2: 4-5 it states, "But
because of his great love for us, God,
who is rich in mercy, made us alive with
Christ even when we were dead in
transgressions—it is by grace you have
been saved." For as we are saved by
grace, we should shed grace to others.

CHALLENGE
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VERSE
And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself

restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast.

Peter 5:10



CHIB'S SURPRISE

We here at Immaculate Conception/St.
Bridget's would like to congratulate Chib
on a number of achievements. On April
16, 2021 Chib got married to his beautiful
wife Gabrielle in Birmingham, Alabama.
What was thought to be a simple
engagement party, Chib and Gabrielle
decided to surprise attendees by turning
it into a wedding. Many were astonished
and all were overwhelmed with joy.

Chib has now moved to the state of
Texas where he will be running his
two companies Chib Designed It LLC
which is a web design company and
G.O.A.T Industries LLC which is a
research and development company
creating technological solutions to
human created issues of climate
change. We wish him the best and
may our prayers be heard that his
success continues and blesses those
around him.

On May 21st and 22nd, Chib graduated
with his doctorate in Educational
Administration from the University of
Rochester. So now we are excited to
call him Dr. Chib. He worked diligently
for the past four years to achieve this
feat. He was blessed to have family,
friends, fraternity brothers, sorority
sisters, communities, and ICSB behind
him as he traversed this journey.
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MARRIAGE & BECOMING A DOCTOR



VERSE
For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.

Jeremiah 29:11

I C S B  N E W S L E T T E R P A G E  4



VERSE
For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.

Jeremiah 29:11

I C S B  N E W S L E T T E R P A G E  5



VERSE
For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.

Jeremiah 29:11

I C S B  N E W S L E T T E R P A G E  6



Juneteenth (a portmanteau of June and
nineteenth -also known as Freedom Day,
Jubilee Day, and Liberation Day), is an
unofficial American holiday celebrated
annually on the 19th of June in the United
States to commemorate Union army
general Gordon Granger's reading of
Federal orders in the city of Galveston,
Texas, on June 19,1865, proclaiming that
all enslaved persons in the U.S. state of
Texas were now free. Although the
Emancipation Proclamation had formally
freed them almost two and a half years
earlier, and the American Civil War had
largely ended with the defeat of the
Confederate States in April, Texas was
the most remote of the slave states, with
a low presence of Union troops, so
enforcement of the proclamation had
been slow and inconsistent.

Modern observance is primarily in
local celebrations. Traditions include
public readings of the Emancipation
Proclamation, singing traditional songs
such as "Swing Low, Sweet Chariot"
and "Lift Every Voice and Sing", and
reading of works by noted African-
American writers such as Ralph Ellison
and Maya Angelou. Celebrations
include rodeos, street fairs, cookouts,
family reunions, park parties, historical
reenactments, and Miss Juneteenth
contests. The Mascogos, descendants
of Black Seminoles, in Coahuila,
Mexico, also celebrate Juneteenth. 

Celebrations date to 1866, at first
involving church-centered community
gatherings in Texas. It spread across the
South and became more commercialized
in the 1920s and 1930s, often centering
on a food festival. During the Civil Rights
movement of the 1960s, it was eclipsed
by the struggle for postwar civil rights,
but grew in popularity again in the 1970s
with a focus on African American
freedom and arts. By the 21st century,
Juneteenth was celebrated in most major
cities across the United States. Activists
are campaigning for the United States
Congress to recognize Juneteenth as a
national holiday. Juneteenth is
recognized as a state holiday or special
day of observance in 48 of the 50 U.S.
states. 

VERSE
For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.

HAPPY JUNETEENTH
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Galatians 5:1
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As we celebrate Father’s Day this month,
let us look at the roles our fathers have
had in our lives and how they parallel that
of St. Joseph, the Patron Saint of the
Universal Church. Many times, we have
felt the love and strength of our fathers
as they have protected us while also
providing for our safety and well-being.
As St. Joseph cared for Mary and Jesus, so
our fathers have cared for our families
and loved ones. 

We observe these activities and
characteristics in our everyday lives,
through the clergy that lead us to Jesus,
our own fathers and male role models
who guide and protect us, and to those
following us and learning from the
example we set. As we honor our
fathers on Father’s Day, and throughout
this month, let us take time to reflect
and give thanks for those who have
gone before us, as well as those who are
with us now. We honor our fathers and
role models for the love, sacrifices, and
gift of self they have provided us. 

In writing Patris Corde (“with a father’s
loving heart”), Pope Francis identifies
how St. Joseph had to make many small
and large sacrifices, with quiet resolve, to
guide and protect the holy family.
Similarly, many of our fathers and male
role models have had to make similar
sacrifices and adjustments, to keep us
safe and protected. St. Joseph maintained
patience, humility, work, and closeness
to Jesus throughout his life, setting an
example for all fathers and role models to
follow.

ST. JOSEPH – A ROLE MODEL FOR FATHERS
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VERSE
"As a father has compassion on his children, so the Lord has compassion on those who fear him."

Psalm 103:13
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As we acknowledge and celebrate Father’s Day this month, let us take time to continue to get to know St. Joseph, husband of the
Virgin Mary, and foster father to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. As written in our March newsletter, we celebrate his Feast Day on
March 19th, taking time to better understand the quiet and gentle, but resilient, nature of this saint. The Bible provides a glimpse of
Joseph in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke, but more information has been gleaned from the apocryphal writings of his time. As the
writings were not included in the Canon of the Sacred Books, they are somewhat questioned by scholars as to their accuracy,
though many early writers seemed to agree on basic information. However, the church does not officially recognize these writings.

Joseph is thought to have married at the age of 40 years, to a woman named Melca, or Escha (some called her Salome), who bore him
six children, two daughters and four sons (the youngest being James, the less; “the Lord’s brother”). Joseph and his first wife were
together for 49 years. A year after his wife’s passing, the priests announced in Judea through the tribe of Juda, that they wished to
find a respectable man to be espoused to Mary, then between the ages of 12 and 14. 

Joseph was said to be 90 years old when he traveled to Jerusalem with the other candidates for consideration. It is said that a
miracle brought forth the choice God had for Joseph. Two years later it is reported that the Annunciation occurred. The early
evangelists and other commentators of the time understood that Mary was only affianced to Joseph at the time.

Joseph struggled with the discovery of Mary being with child, not fully understanding the mystery of the Incarnation. Not wishing to
have his future wife defamed by her condition, he originally thought to put her away quietly, to escape the harshness of those who
may find out. But the angel of the Lord appeared, telling him not to be fearful, as the child conceived in Mary is from God, through
the Holy Spirit. Joseph, without question, did as the Lord had commanded, and took Mary as his wife. 

Joseph’s life was centered around Mary and Jesus, always protecting them while following the directions of the Lord, i.e., traveling to
Bethlehem for the Nativity, the flight into Egypt for safety, and their eventual return to Nazareth, where they resided. Joseph
returned to his simple lifestyle, working as a carpenter, and remaining faithful to the religious practices and observances as
commanded by the Law. He appeared to remain quietly “behind the scenes” during Jesus’ life, not drawing attention to himself, as 
evidenced by the lack of substantial biographical information on him.

The circumstances of Joseph’s death are not known, but scholars believe that he likely passed away prior to the ministry of Jesus. It
is implied in John 19:26-27, that he had died prior to the crucifixion. Pope Pius IX declared Joseph as the universal patron of the
church in 1870. In 1955, Pope Pius XII declared May 1st as the “Feast of St. Joseph the Worker,” to counter the communist May Day
celebrations. 
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VERSE
For you know that we dealt with each of you as a father deals with his own children, encouraging, comforting and urging

you to live lives worthy of God, who calls you into his kingdom and glory.

HAPPY FATHER'S DAY
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1 Thessalonians 2:11–12

Prayer for Fathers: Blessed is the Father who lets the Lord be his guiding hand, Whose faith brings his family
courage; Whose wisdom comes from God; And whose children still stand and honor him. 
(lovethispic.com) 

WE PRAY FOR AND HONOR OUR FATHERS, GRANDFATHERS AND FATHER
FIGURES BOTH LIVING AND DECEASED

Victoria Parker
Douglas Parker 
Wayne Chase

Keith and Dr.Penny Parris 
Fitzroy Parris 
Oswald Blackman

Harold Moore 
Raymond Moore 
Frank Herring 
Rev. Mack Moore 
Lester Herring 
William Shelton 

Dr.Candice Lucas 
Hugh Sheppard 
Anthony Sheppard 
Garthorne Joseph 
Christopher Joseph 
Carlisle Roach 
Atiba Gaskin 
Hugh Baird 

Gail Whitcreaft 
Oliver Harper 
Jerry Harper 
Benjamin Quamina 
Alfred Quamina 
Leonard Whitcraft

Marcia Fugate 
Charles L. Guess 
Walter McNeil 
Thomas Fugate 

Myrtle Fontenette 
George Fontenette, Jr. 
Adrian Fontenette 
Raymond Fontenette 
Henry Faison, Jr. 
George Fontenette,  Sr. 
Alpheus Vallot 
Benjamin Smith 
James Fontenette 
William Holland 
John Mitchell 



VERSE
“Then I said to you, ‘Do not be terrified; do not be afraid of them. The LORD your God, who is going before you, will fight
for you, as he did for you in Egypt, before your very eyes, and in the wilderness. There you saw how the LORD your God

carried you, as a father carries his son, all the way you went until you reached this place.’”

Dr.Kathryn Castle 
Aurilian Jordan 
 Charlie Moore  
George Marshall 
John Morrison 
Chester Morrison 
Khary Sudan 
Brian Mack 
Bill Castle 
BJ Castle 
Curvin Castle, Sr. 
David Stinson 
Vernon Stinson 
Donald Castle 
Louis Castle 
David Edmond 
Odell Dukes 
Tony Kinslow 
Anthony Kinslow 
Kelvin Knight, Sr. 
Willie Stinson 
Joseph Castle 
Curvin Castle, Jr. 
Isaac Castle  

Joanne Gordon 
Donald Gordon 
Julian Bell 
Larnzie Holcomb 
James Holcomb 
LaVaughans Holcomb
Maxy Holcomb 
Omar Holcomb 
Raymond Turner 
Lawrence Turner 
Ramon "Sunshine" Perez 
Khalid Saleem 
James Giddeon  
Labrun Austin 
Antonio Jones 
Gus Knight 
Charles Flowers 
Saleem Flowers 
Al McKinney 
Alfred McKinney 
Darryl McKinney 
Dwayne McKinney 
Walter DeRouen
Alex Cooper

Dr.Chibueze Onwunaka 
Patrick Onwunaka 
Theo Onwunaka 
John Eichert 
Dr. Dan Ressler 
Alphonso Pringle 
Chad Pringle 
Calvin Colvin
Shaun Nelms
Daniel Rabess
Gerald Tillery
 
Harry Pierre-Philippe 
Gerard Martin 
Sosthènes Pierre-Philippe 
Alex François 
Claudel Martin 
Valerie Louis 
Gabelus Emmanuel  
Kesner Richardson 

Maria Lyter- Degnan 
James Degnan 
Norm Lyter 
Tom Degnan 

Julian and Alana Bell 
Henry Bell Sr. 
Henry Bell Jr. 
Joseph Capogreco Sr. 
Joseph Capogreco Jr. 
Peter Costanza 

Tracy Jordan 
Wilfred Jordan 
Benjamin Miller 

Ruth Miller 
Arthur Joseph Davenport, Sr. 
Dink Sandifer 
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Deuteronomy 1:29–31

HAPPY FATHER'S DAY
Prayer for Fathers: Blessed is the Father who lets the Lord be his guiding hand, Whose faith brings his family courage; Whose
wisdom comes from God; And whose children still stand and honor him. 
(lovethispic.com) 

WE PRAY FOR AND HONOR OUR FATHERS, GRANDFATHERS AND FATHER
FIGURES BOTH LIVING AND DECEASED



Raymond Cooper 
Daniel Cooper 
Harold Moore 

Raymond Taylor 
Cornelius Watkins 

Eddie Watkins 
Alphonse White 
Larry Hobbins 

Richard Lourette 
Thomas Livingston 

Don Toyer 
Vincent Stroud 
James Walker

Lee Wingo 
Bing Reeves 

Deacon Rick Rall 
James Dobson 
Jerrel Thorpe 

Wayne Thorpe 
Wayne Uter 
Joe Catalli 

Joseph Stark
Keith Parris

Kevin O’Hagan 
Brian Rice 

Julius Dicks 
Frederick Dicks 
Joseph Hauser 

Dr. Nathaniel Hurst 
Pavatsath Bouphavong 
Soukahn Bouphavong

Alex Cooper
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VERSE
“Whoever fears the LORD has a secure fortress, and for their children it will be a refuge.”

Proverbs 14:26

HAPPY FATHER'S DAY
Prayer for Fathers: Blessed is the Father who lets the Lord be his guiding hand, Whose faith brings his family courage; Whose
wisdom comes from God; And whose children still stand and honor him. 
(lovethispic.com) 

WE PRAY FOR AND HONOR OUR FATHERS, GRANDFATHERS AND FATHER
FIGURES BOTH LIVING AND DECEASED

Ramona Moore



VERSE
“Children are a gift from the Lord; they are a reward from him.”

Psalm 127:3
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YOUTH SUNDAY
Youth Sunday is traditionally a day where we celebrate graduating high school seniors who are preparing for their next chapter
in life. June 6th was the latest Youth Sunday, but it was done a bit differently. Having no graduating high school seniors, we
celebrated our graduating college senior as well as the youth in our parish. Our graduating college senior Kobe graduated with
his Bachelors of Science in Economics from Niagara University. He spoke to the congregation and expressed his appreciation for
the love and support from his ICSB family. Our other youth in the parish honored us by serving as readers (Violet Booker,
Nadege and Stephanie Bukuru), Cross bearer (Violet Booker ), and gift bearer (Lily Tatum). We pray that God continues to bless
our youth and their families and His favor shines upon them as they move forward in life. We encourage the parish to continue
to support our youth in prayer and service.



Alana Bell - June 6
Elise Clinkscales - June 6

Ruth Miller - June 6
Rachael Kisenyi - June 7
Julian Dingwall - June 10
Michael Nwokelo June 10

Myrtle Fontenette - June 12
Kevin O’Hagan - June 15

Douglas Parker III - June 17
Joe Catalli June - 22

Barbara Turner - June 25

VERSE
The LORD will keep you from all harm— he will watch over your life; the LORD will watch over your coming and going

both now and forevermore.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
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Psalm 121:7-8


